2025-26 Urbandale Urban Controlled Bow Hunt Application Process
Thank you for your interest in the Urbandale Urban Controlled Bow Hunt. 
The 2025-26 Urban Bow Hunt season is scheduled to begin September 20, 2025, and end January 25, 2026.  
Below you will find the steps necessary to complete the application process.  Please pay close attention to the opening and closing dates, as paperwork submitted after the deadline will not be accepted.  
Note: Hunters must own property or have permission to hunt property that meets Ordinance Chapter 94 and Urbandale Urban Bow Hunt regulations in order to apply.  
The Urbandale Police Department does not provide or solicit land for hunters to utilize.
Public/Private Urban Bow Hunter applications will be available on the City of Urbandale website (www.urbandale.org/587/Urban-Controlled-Bow-Hunt) beginning June 9, 2025, and closing on July 21, 2025, at 4 pm.  Applications can also be picked up from 8 am to 4 pm, weekdays, in the front lobby at the Urbandale Police Department.  
Online applications are in a fillable PDF format.  Applications should be typed.  Any application received that is not legible or complete will be returned prior to processing.  

To complete the application, hunters must pass a one-time International Bow Hunter Safety Education course.  Online classes are available at: 
https://www.bowhunter-ed.com/iowa/
Hunters must also pass an annual archery proficiency test using their hunting weapon.  Hunters are required to shoot 20 arrows: 10 from 15 yards and 10 from 20 yards with a passing score of at least 80%.
Proficiency Test Administrator Licensed Vendors:
Archery Field & Sports
3725 NE 56th Street	Altoona, IA	515-265-6500

A copy of both certificates and the hunter's Iowa DNR Hunting License must be included with the application.     
Completed applications must be turned in at the Urbandale Police Department by July 21, 2025, at 4 pm.  Applications submitted after this date and time will not be accepted.  
Once the applications are received, they will be processed by the Urbandale Police Department.  Hunters should notify landowners of a possible on-site inspection by the hunt coordinator and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) to confirm the location meets all regulations.  
On or before August 18, 2025, Permission to hunt on Private Property and Waiver of Separation forms will be emailed to the hunter.  The hunter will be required to print these forms and have them signed.  
Permission to Hunt on Private Property and Waiver of Separation forms will need to be returned no later than 4 pm on August 29, 2025.  Completed forms can either be dropped off at the Urbandale Police Department or emailed to the hunt coordinator.  Scanned forms to be emailed must contain all required signatures.  
A Mandatory Safety Meeting / Packet pick up will be held at the Urbandale Police Department on September 3, 2025, at 6 pm.  The IDNR will be in attendance to give a short presentation and answer any questions.  Hunters will also have individual photos taken for their “Approved Urban Bow Hunter” photo identification card, which will be issued on-site.     
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Officer Collin Ten Haken 
Urbandale Police Department 
Desk Phone: 515-278-3910
Mobile: 515-985-9959
Email: ctenhaken@urbandale.org  

